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Sámi Universi ty Col lege
� Establ ished in Guovdageaidnu in 1989, merged with the Nordic 

Sámi Inst i tute (est . 1973) in 2005.
� Establ ished to meet  the need for  higher  educat ion and research in 

the Sámi community; aims to st rengthen tradit ional and modern 
Sámi competence.

� Only Sámi-speaking HE-inst i tut ion in the wor ld.
� Educat ion and research centered around language, pedagogy, 

duodji , reindeer  herding/natural sciences and social science.
� Journal ism par t  of cur r iculum since 1991.
� Nat ional responsibi l i ty in Norway for  educat ion of e.g. Sámi 

teachers and journal ists.
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St rategic Plan for 2006-2011
Inter  al ia:

� To become a special ised 
universi ty col lege in order 
to gradually gain status as 
a university

� To become accredited as an 
indigenous inst i tut ion of 
higher  educat ion according 
to standards of WINHEC 
(World Indigenous Nat ions 
Higher Educat ion 
Consort ium).
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Diehtosi ida – A centre for  Sámi 
competence 2009

� New bui lding in central 
Kautokeino (9367 m2) for  
educat ion and kowledge

� New teaching faci l i t ies, e.g. 
for  journal ism

� 150 office spaces

Wil l  host e.g.:

� Sámi University Col lege
� Sámi Research Inst i tute 

� Sámi Educat ion Centre 

� Student  welfare organisat ion
� Gáldu – Resource Centre for  

the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples 

� Depar tment  for  Educat ion, 
Language and Culture of the 
Norwegian Sámi Par l iament

� Sámi archives 
� I nternat ional Centre for  

Reindeer  Husbandry
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Studies avai lable:

Inter  al ia:
� Sámi teacher ’s t raining
� Bachelor  in Sámi 

Language and L i terature
� Bachelor  in Duodji
� Bachelor  in Reindeer  

herding
� Bachelor  in journalism
� Master  in Sámi Language 

and L i terature
Planned:
� Master  in Journalism
� Master  in Indigenous 

Knowledge

� Ca 200 students
� 77.7 posts (ca 100 staff) 

2007
� Of over  30 academic posts, 

over  half have PhDs
� 3 + 5 professors
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Back gr ound of  M ast er ´s Pr ogr amme 1:

� Need for  more educat ion in the field often
discussed, e.g. in relat ion to UN conferences on 
Indigenous media (1998 and 2000).

� I dea discussed and task given Sámi University 
Col lege at  Indigenous Media conference ”Same 
voice but different ” in Alta 2007.

� Preparat ion process star ted at  Sámi al laskuvla
� Prel iminary individual discussions in Aotearoa

dur ing WITBC1 in March 2008.
� Hear ing with Sámi media in February 2009.
� Presentat ion for  WITBN2 in Karasjok March

2009.
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Back gr ound of  M ast er ’s Pr ogr amme 2:

� Indigenous media are growing and becoming
more diverse.

� I nternat ional co-operat ion developing in 
indigenous media/journal ism.

� Cont inuous need for  educated journal ists 
demands supply of teachers.

� I ncreasing demand for  research and stat ist ics
(e.g. audience research) for  indigenous media &  
journal ism.

� Indigenous journalism lacks cent re for  educat ion
and research.
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Next st eps:

� Fur ther discussions and dialogue with 
indigenous media and inst i tut ions.

� Complet ion of draft and approval by Sámi
University Col lege.

� Admission to NOKUT, the Norwegian Agency for  
Qual i ty Assurance in Educat ion, for  approval.

� Development  of par tnerships, secur ing funding
(scholarships), secur ing guest lecturers etc.

� Amendments and complet ion of programme
out l ine.

� Recruitment and star t  of programme 2012.
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Year  3, final year2017 – 2018 

Year  2, f i nal  yearYear  22016 – 2017

Year  1Year  12015 – 2016    START

Year 3, final year2014 – 2015 

Year  2, f i nal  yearYear  22013 – 2014

Year  1Year  12012 – 2013    START

RecruitmentYear  3, final year2011 – 2012

being planned..Year  22010 – 2011

ProgrammeYear 12009 – 2010

M ast er ’s 
pr ogr amme
(in Sámi/English)

Bachelor ’s 
pr ogr amme
(in Sàmi)
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M ast er ’s Pr ogr amme i n  I nd i genous 
J our nal i sm and M edi a

� 120 ECTS, 2 years

� 15 students

� Oppor tunity for  advanced 
study and professional 
development.

� I ndigenous environment  
and content .

� Students gain professional 
internat ional network.

� Provides indigenous 
communit ies with media 
professionals, teachers and 
researchers in the field.
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Admi ssi on Cr i t er i a:

� Bachelor  in journalism (or  equivalent )
� Students who do not  have a minimum of 25 ECTS in 

communicat ion or  media, or  equivalent  pract ical  exper ience 
in journalism (minimum 6 consecut ive months or  2 years 
cumulat ive) wil l  have to take an addit ional course in basic 
journalism (10 ECTS).

� The Programme requires understanding of 
Engl ish of al l  students.

� Language test  in ei ther  Sami or  Engl ish 
language ski l ls (according to Kautokeino
standards).

� Exper ience of working with indigenous media or  
equivalent  exper ience in an indigenous context  is 
a significant  cr i ter ia in the admission process.
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(30 ECTS)8b. Masters thesis wr it ing

Final exam and seminar , l inking theme

Ter m 4

(10 ECTS) 
(20 ECTS) 

7. Masters thesis seminar  
8a. Masters thesis wr it ing 

Ter m 3

(10 ECTS) 
(10 ECTS) 
(10 ECTS)

4. Advance journal ism course for  indigenous 
journal ism  

5. Opt ional courses (E.g., I ndigenous Media 
Rights; Sami Language and Wr it ing Ski l ls; 
Environment  Journal ism, Indigenous 
Philosophy, Indigenous Studies) 

6. Pract ice in journal ism (placement) 

Ter m 2

(10 ECTS) 

(10 ECTS) 
(10 ECTS)

1. Comparat ive pract ices in indigenous 
journal ism and exploit ing new technology

2. Ethics, law and professional ident i ty 
3. Theory and methodology

Ter m 1
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� Goals:
� comparat ive internat ional perspect ive
� case studies and hands-on pract ice
� role and potent ial of indigenous journal ism and media, including

new media developments. 
� explore exper iences, within indigenous communit ies, that  frame 

individual indigenous journal ist ’s connect ion to their  history and 
contemporary communit ies. 

� shar ing of best  pract ice regarding emerging media technologies

� Learning outcome:
� comparat ive understanding of the mult iple forms of indigenous 

media pract ice and the context  under which they operate
� exper iences of best  pract ice in using different  media technologies

1. Compar at i ve pr act i ces i n  i nd i genous 
jou r nal i sm and exploi t i ng new  t echnology (10 
ECTS)
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� Goals:
� the quest ion of ethics in indigenous media context  
� par t icular  challenges per taining to indigenous media
� understanding of representat ional pract ices in society and 

media
� ethical codes, legislat ion and internat ional inst ruments 
� organisat ional and manager ial  ski l ls needed 

� Learning outcome:
� analyt ic basis from which to develop journalist ic pract ice
� deepened understanding of the journalist ’s role

� responsibi l i ty to own community and mult icultural  
society

� competence in leading the development  of indigenous 
journalism.

2. Et h i cs, l aw  and pr ofessi onal  
i den t i t y  (10 ECTS)
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3. Theor y and met hodology (10 ECTS)

Goals:
� communicat ion theory and research methods, 

and their  relevance to indigenous journal ism

� concrete case studies, 

Learning outcome:
� master  basic theor ies of communicat ion and 

media

� abi l i ty to per form research tasks in indigenous 
journal ism



Sámi al laskuvla 
Sámi Universi ty 
Col lege
Samisk høgskole

4. Advanced jou r nal i sm cour se for  
i nd i genous jou r nal i sm (10 ECTS)

Goals:
� journal ist ic ski l ls and creat ivi ty. 

� learn how to apply these in developing indigenous 
journal ism in a changing media environment .

Learning outcome:

� capacity to employ a var iety of enhanced 
technical and manager ial ski l ls

� abi l i ty to take up responsibi l i t ies for  developing 
the indigenous media environment . 
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5. Opt i onal cou r ses (10 cr edi t s)

� Choice amongst courses offered at  Sámi
University Col lege

� Opt ional courses can be obtained in other
universit ies as well
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6. Pr act i ce i n  j ou r nal i sm (p lacement ) 
(10 ECTS)

Goals:
� to work as indigenous journal ists 
� par t  of a larger  team
� develop their  competencies through pract ice.

Learning outcome:
� Abi l i ty to take responsibi l i ty for  own work and guidance of others

Course content:
� accredited learning exper ience:
� 6 weeks of pract ical journal ist ic work, either  in the Sami region or  

in another  placement  within the Sami region
� alternat ively placement  and thesis elsewhere in mil ieus that  are

consistent  with the ethos of the programme. 
� the University Col lege forms contractual arrangements with 

professional and academic mil ieus in which the student  wi l l  be 
working 
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7. M ast er s t hesi s semi nar  (10 ECTS)

Goals:
� prepares students for  researching and wr it ing 

master ’s theses

� t raining the par t icipants in analysing

Learning outcome:
� understanding/respect  for  di fferent  perspect ives

� abi l i ty to work independent ly
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8. M ast er s t hesi s (50 ECTS)

Goals:
� the Masters Thesis according to exist ing protocol 

of the Norwegian higher  educat ion system

� either  theory-research or iented or  pract ical (up to 
30 percent) 

Learning outcome:

� the Thesis is expected to be at  a level where i t  
makes a substant ive contr ibut ion to developing 
the field of indigenous journalism.
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Bu i l d i ng a Net w or k  of  Compet ence:

Sámi University College’s
Master’s Programme, other HE-
institutions

WITBN  
(NRK Sámi Radio)

Gáldu, other centres
of knowledge
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M ast er ’s par t  of  bi gger  p i ct u r e:
� A Master ’s is more than just  a Master ’s!

� Val idates previous studies and knowledge
� Suppor ts and bui lds competence in individuals AND 

in the field

� Par t  of development of a whole sector  of pol icy 
and pract ice in indigenous communit ies: 
indigenous individuals shaping indigenous 
pol icies.

� Competence &  network bui lding on larger  scale.


